DAYANANDA
Even if we leave out 01 account tke actual nature
of the work be did, the mere fact that he did it in
this spirit and to this effect would give him a unique
place among our great founders. He brings back an
old Aryan element into the national character* This
element gives us the second of the differentiae I
observe and it is the secret of the first. We others
live in a stream of influences; we allow them to pour
through us and mould us; there is something shaped
and out of it a modicum of work results, the rest is
spilt out again in a stream of influence. We are
indeterminate in our lines, we accommodate ourselves
to circumstance and environment. Even when we
would fain be militant and intransigent, we are really
fluid and opportunist. Dayananda seized on all that
entered into him, held it in himself, masterfully
shaped it there into the form that he saw to be right
and threw it out again into the forms that he saw to
be right. That which strikes us in l*fon as militant
and aggressive, was a part of his strength of self-
definition.
He was not only plastic to the great hand of Nature,
but asserted his own right and power to use Life
and Nature* as plastic *TtatffrMT We fart Trn^gin^ hre
soul crying still to us with our insufficient spring of
manhood and action, "Be not content, O Indian>
only to be infinitely and grow vaguely, but see what
God intends thee to be, determine in the light: of
43